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A CATECHISME 

po  - F OR i 

CHRISTIANS: | 

To help them in the right underſtanding of ? 

| their Chriſtian Obligation by Baptiſme, 

By Rich, Hunt , B. D: ſometimes Fellow 
of Emmanuel Colledge in Cambridge 


Pſal.56.12. Thy Yows are uponme, 6 GOD. © 

Eccl.$44. then thou voweſt a Vo to God, defer not to pay #t; 
for be hath no pleaſivie in fools. ; 2 

Epheſ.$.25,26.' Chriſt loved the Church, and gave himſelf for 
it, that he might ſancti fie it, and clepſeir with the waſhing of wa- 


| terby theword , that bee might preſent it to himſelf a elorions ' | 


Church. $ Oy, mo 
- 1 Per.3.20,11. Baptiſme (the like figure to Noah's Ark wher- 
in a few, that js, eight ſouls were ſaved by water) nuw ſaves w 

by the reſurre &iqn of Feſua Chriſt. * <5 
Not the putting away of the felth of the fleſh, but the (R'w4- 


| , onus) the Anſwer of 4 good conſcience towards God, 

© Tirus3.5. According to bis mercy. be ſaved us by the waſhing 
of regeweration' which hee ſhed on. us abundantly through Feſits 
' (briſt our Lord. 


D oRor Gentium Paxlmus erat,  & Catechiſta rudium, 
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Hou art here preſented with an obligation 
of thy Baptiſmal Yow , a Doctrine to many 
| unknown, becauſe ſeidome handled , the ign0- 
 raxce of which may be jaſtly. accounted the ori- 
- ginall both of the neglett and prophanation of 
this Sacrameut. The judicious Author hath 
comprized it into few leaves, partly conſidering 
the iniquity of the Times, which will not bear 
more large diſcourſes, partly providing for thy 
' accommodation, that without long interruption 
of thy other occaſions, thou maiſt be informed of 
thine own engagement : Deſpiſe it not becauſe 

it is ſhort, ( Pearls are of 0 great bulk, yet of 
great value )but read it bee 1 is ſound,plain, 

full, And God give thee os om totry all things, 

and Grace t0 hold faſt that which is good. So 

prayeth thy friend and ſervant in the glorious 


Goſpel of Feſus Chriſt. 
v1" Ja. Cranford. 
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To all good Chriſtians, who 


make a conſcience of EY 
Bapriſmall Vow: 


The Author wiſhes their Con firmationi in the 
Lew i Grace by the _—— _ 
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Brethren, 


WD Beliveina ſadtime, inwbich the " "TORS 
[ 4peions of rhe carth are ſhaken ; and 
4i.erefore we . had all need to ks 900d 
che Foundations ofour Faith, that keep- 
ing to our hit Princzples, we 1249 not be toſſed a- 
bout with with every wind of dottrine changing ac- 
cerding to tie nutty of the times ;z but may hold 
fat the Forme of wholſome words, which haye 
beencommuted by Chriſt and his Apoliles tothe 
Primative Chriſtians, and from them delivered 
to Saints from age tOAage, even to usupon whom 
the ends of che World Are come, 

Aud-the cruth is, if Chriſtians would keepe 
more to Fundamentals, and to confeſſed neceſſary 
Tratbs and Duties, and ſpend lefle time and heate 
A 2  abour 


about Problematicals, and doubtfull diſputations; 
if Babes would content chEſelyes with 24:h,which 
isa food moſtproperfor them, and be ſo wiſe as to 
leave the fironger meat of Diſputables and 'Pro- 
blems, hardto be underſtood, rotheir guides, (e- 
ſpecially when conyened in Synods, lawfidly au- 
thorized)who are betruſted by God & his Church, 
to watch over them, and who waſt render an ac- 
connt for them, Heb, 5. 11. and 13, 17. wee 
ſhould have ſounder Chriſtians than commonly 
this ageproducerh. 
| Andtothis weareled by Chriſt and his Apo- 
fles ; for Chriſt learnt the Apoſtles divers lefſons 
| by his Spirit, after the deſcent 'of the Holy Ghoſt, 
| Which they were not able to beare while Diſciples, 
Tobn 16, 12. and the Apoſiletells the Corimhians, 
that he bad fed them with milkg anduot with firong 
meat, becauſe being babes, which he proves by 


their carnality and diyifions, they were not ableto 


beare, honot then when he writ his firſt Epi- 
le which was ſome conſiderable time after their 
conyerſion, 2 Cor. 3:1, 2, 3. IEA 

And the fame Apoſile writing to the Romans, 
giyes them in charge that they admit not weake 
Chriſtians to doubttull diſputations, Rem. 1401. 


| 


And good reaſon for that Apoſtolicall prohibi- 
tion ; for as the teaching of Chriſtians Prin- | 


exples is the grounding of them, foto admitrhem 
to ciiputations, is the way to unſettle them in Re- 
: Ny ligion : 


is 


ligion: and ergo, the Apoſtlefliled them doubt 
full, by a Meronymie of the effeR, becauſe they 
raiſe doubts in weake Chriftians ;' nay, fillthem 
ſofull of doubts, that they turne Skeprequer, if not 
Apoſt at ates. 

| For thole that are weake (not being ableto di. 
ſtinguiſh berweene Principies which beget Sci- 
ence or ſound Knowledge, and Corollaries or di- 
ductions, (which ordinarily beget copjectureand 
opinion) are as eaſily, and as commonly wrought 
upon, by ſeemins probavle truths, as judicious 
and trong Chriſtians are by demonſtrations and 
axioms manifeſt by their ownelight. .. 

And hence is it, that Sophiffers and Sedaceys, 
who by ſlightand cunning crafcinefſe lye in wait 
to deceive, make adyancage of the weaker Chri- 
ſtians 2 for if they can onceſtagger them (which 
is very cafie) in Probables and Opinions 2: then 
Will they dare to ſtartle them, yea,to remove them 
from their firſt principles ; *and from the ſame 
ground it-is that weaker Chriſtians (yea many 
who take themlelves, and are takenby others for 
flrong Chriſtians) falling into an Itch of diſputa- 
tion, and into a queſtioning humour of Opinions, 
grow in aſhoxt time to queſtion the Articles of 
their Faith, and to make a doubt of the firſt prin- 
Ciples of the Do&rine of Chriſt. 

And hence it was that a learned Gentleman of 
our Countrey, commended this ſentence to Poſte- 

EE | rity 


rity (by which he defired to be remembred when 
he vas in His grave) Ex diſpntandi prourits fit 
ſcabigs Eccleflg. From the Itch of Diſputing 
comes the Scab ofthe Chittch 5 and it muſt needs 
be ſo, where the people are ſuffered to queſtion 
what they pleaſe. 

For that there be more fools then wiſe men in the 

world (which is Ariſtotles argument to the ne- 
ceſſity of Polaticall governmem ) is diſcoyerable by 
common underſtandings. 
| And that thereare mote Diſciples then Doors, 
more babes then rang men, more carnall chan 
Spirituall and perfe& Chriſtians ipthe Church, is 
diſcoyerable by judicious Chriftians z and yet 
| now we are fallen into ſuch times, as all rake up- 
on them to be Teachers, and not onely the Teach- 
ers of their Brethren, but Viſitors of their Pa- 
ſtors; yea,and ſame are fo boldto averre publiquely 
in Pulpics, that eyery private man hath as good, 
and as full autherity to interpretthe Scriptures,and 
to preach the Goſpel, as any Officer or Miniſter of 
the Goſpel], commiſſioned by Jeſus Chriſt. 

For my part, I could wiſh with Moſes, Numb. 
11. 29. That all the Lords people were Prophets, 
and that the Prophecie of [oel 2. 18. were made 
good in our times, That hzs Spirit were poured out 
wpon all fleſh, that all might Prophecie. But it muſt 
not beas we will, but as God will. God never 
ordered itſoyert, inthat latitude as is now Py 

ec 


. ſed. For howſoeyer that Prophecy was fulfilled 
in the Apoſtles daies 2 yer it never was extended 
roall Individuallsliving in that age. It was ſuf. 
ficient that Prophecy was fulfilled in ſome, info 
maiiy, that all men living mightthen be convinced 
the Prophecy was then fulfilled. 

 Aad that this Prophecy ſhould bee fulfilled 
twice, thenand now, and not firce the Apoſtles. 
for 1500 yeares (which makes yiya yedous, (till 
now, 15 very abſurd, inconf{iftent with many Pro- 
pheciesyetto be fulfilled, and contrary toallChri- - 
ftian experience for the times paſt. 

For till che time of T keodoſins junior, 430 
yeares after Chriſt, theChriſtians had hard tuge 
ing with the Pagans ; and fince the time thar 
Phocas and Boxrface firucke up that bargaine 
which brought in Antichriſt ; Popery hath over- 
borne the world, for well-nigha thouland yeares ; 
ſothar in their times the Spirit of God was not 
poured upon allfleſh in thatlatitudeznd manner, 
astoo many urge itin theſe times, And that wee 
ſhould appropriate that to our felves which was 
the proper priviledge ofthe Apoſtolicall times :ſa- 
vours of that ſpirituallpride, which will produce 
a ftrange kind of Apoſtacie, if way be given to it. 

The foundations of the Church areſhaken, and 
if the Houſe of God fall upon our heads, and the 
Arke of God, and the golden Candleftick be re- 
moyed from us into other Regions 2 wee may 
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thanke our ſelyrs, for not entertaining the Goſpell 
of truth in the leve of it, in the long time of ovr 
peace, afid for with-holding the truth of God 
in untighteouſneſſe , during rhe times of our di- 
Rraftions, and (I would I could fay our late) 
Wares. Et 


And have we not cauſe to feare it, when the 
foundations of Gods Houſe are ſhaken, and the 
Fundamentalls of Chriſtian ReJigion demed or le- 
velled with non-Fundamentals ? I well know its 
boldly afferted by fome Cobblers and Mounte- 
banks in Divinity, chat diftinRion of Traths into 
Fund amentall and non-Fund ament all is yaine and 
falſe ; for chat (as they ſay) all truths in Relioi- 
on are alike, and of equall yaJue, and that there is 
as great a neceſſity of beleeving eyery as any truth 
in Religion, hs = 


Saint Pay! was of another minde, for he nei- 
ther makes all Dorines nor all Doors alike. 
Some are Mafter-builders, who lay the Foun” 
dation, ſome are meere Adiniftring builders, who 
build wipen anothers Foundation. Some Do- 
Qrines alſo he compares to Gold, ſome to Silver 
ſome to precious Stones, fc. 1 Cir. l. Io. 11, 
and areal[ theſe, 12. or ary of theſeof equall worth 
or value? mw Ns 


For 
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; PForthe better diſcovery of this grofſeError,we 
wuft know what's mcant by Fund:zenrals and 
voru-Fandamentals,thatio we 552y the better judge 
of thoſe abſurdities, and dangerous conſequences, 
which will follow :ipon chat poſition, That all 
truths are altke neceſſ arye 


By Fundamentals; therefore we underfiand ſuch 
grounds and Articles of Faith without the explicit 
kmowledge whereof, none can ( in Gods ordinary 
diſpenſation) be ſaved. As that God us the ma- 
ker of all things, and that he « the rewarder of them 
who diligently ſecke him ; that Teſus Chriſt ts the 
S aviour of the world, and the Judge of the quicke 

. and the dead, &c. Theſe, and the like, are Fund a- 
went all Truths, and ſo neceſſary to ſalvation, thar 
none Can be ſayed without the knowledge of 
then. | 


Other truths there are of another ſorr, called 
gon-Fundament all, which though uſefull for ſome, 
are not ſo neceffary for all ro know,as thas all ſhall 
be damned who know them not. AS for ex- 
ample, ; 

Whether Paul or ſome other writ the Epiſtle to 
the Hebrews. Whether Selahbe a meere Muſ- 
call Note, orthat it be a marke, to intimatethe ex- 
cellency of the matter 5; whether che ' points, as 

| ' now 


now they are, added tothe Conſonants in the He- 
brew Bible, were from the time of Moſes, or no; 
or whether the CharaQers of Letters we now have 
at this day inthe Hebrew, be Chaldaicall, taken 
up ſince, or the ſainethe Jewes uſed before the 
Captiyity ; whether the Canon of the New Teſta- 
ment were conſigned before S. [#hns death or after, 
by the ſurviving Apoſtles, or by Apoſtolicall men, 
who lived with them, or next followed them ? 
whether the Pſalmes were all compoſed and dige- 
ſed into order, into one or Mere Volumes by D a- 
vid himſelfe, or whether the books of Canonicall 
Scripture in the Old Teſtament ? and whether the 
books of Scripture, as now they tiand in order, 
wete placed by Malachie, or Ezra, by whom, 
and when ; Whether Soſthenes and Sylvan, 
who are ranked in Equipage with Paul and 7i- 
mothy, 1 Cor. 1.11, 2 Cor. T.19, 1 Theſ. 1.1, 
z Theſ. 1. 1. were ordinary Presbyrers, or of a 
ſuperiour Order 2 are things yery confiderable, 
and uſefull, and fir for ſome men to ſearch and 
know, both for their owne fſatisfation, and the 
xdification of their Brethren. 

But thar all Chriſtians whatſoeyer are bound, 
upon necefſicy of alyation, rightly and cleerly to de- 
termine theſe Problems affirmatively or negative= 
ly, or chat all ſhould be bound a-like to know all 
eruchs ; or that we ſhould belieye thar Ezra let the 


Books of the old Teſtament in order (which is a 
pronable 


probable truth) upon the ſame neceſſity of ſalyation 
thar we muft believe Chrift robe the Saviour of 
the world : is not onely injurious tothe community 
of Gods people, but of dangerous conſequence, and 
contrary te-all ſenſe and reaſon. 

For is it not injurious to the community of Gods 
people to put them upon impoſſible taſks, and 
that upon neccfſity of ſalvation ? Can theſe Task- 
maſters, who are ſo audacious as to put this Task 
upon others, goe thorow with it chemſelyes ? Can 
they give usacleere or probable reſolution ef the 
former queſtion ? Or can they tell us which are the 
Soorbura,St. Peter's 2. 3.16. Speaks .of, thoſe hard 
things which were hard to be underſtood in St. 
P awls Epiſtles, which they that were , Unftable 
and unlearned, wreſt as they doe other Scriptures ts 
their own deſtruttion ? If they can , we deſire them 
ropiye usa taſte of their skill, onecaſt of rheir Of- 
fice. But if then they who take upon them to be 
Teachers of others cannot themſtlves reſolve them? 
tis injurious to require a determination of theſe pro- 
blems from ordinary Chriſtians 

And as that's an argument qyoad hominem , ſo 
have we ſtore of other arguments ad rem to diſco- 
yer the vanity of thele men. 

For in all Arts and Sciences there are Catholique 
and ſcientificall principles, which are more effenti- 
all tothem than diduRtions drawn at the fourth or 
fifth, or pethaps wire-drawnatthe 20) hand. 

There 


There is a tritth in the glofſe and Cammentary as 


- wellas 11 the Text but thatevery truth ina Com- 


mentaryihould be as Auchenticall and of as much 
conſequence as the Text itſclfe, is abſurd. 

And, therefore, Divwmity being the Art of Arts, 
mul} beſuppoled to have her principles neceffary 
to be knowne of all Chriſtians, though never ſo 
weake ; andalſoher diduRions and problemes for 
the exerciſing of the ſenſes of thoſe Guides and 
Leaders which God hath placed in his Church for 
the zification of his people. 

And as that poſition of theſecrook'd-fingred Se- 
ducers, who pervert the itrait ways ofthe Lord, is 
abſurd, fo is itof dangerous conſequence for the 
uſhering in of Popery and all kinds of Herefie. 

For how the Papiſts have tug'd kardroover- 
throw this diftin&icn of Truths into Fundamen- 

ralland non-fundamentall , neceſſary and onely 
prabable,and that with a plot upon the Proteſt avts, 
to draw our people to believe thar all points of be= 
lief and praQtice commended to us by the Pope and 
his Conclave are abſolutely neceſſary to ſalvation, 
is notunknown to any that are verſed 1n their Po- 
lemicals ; andfor usio forward the deſignes of the 
Papifts, nay, ro do their work for them, what 15 it 
but co undo our ſelves ? | 

Nor is this doctrine onely dangerous but deſpe= 
rate, forif alltruths be alike , and as neceſſary to 
ſalyation as this prime neceſſary truth of the —— 

| pet, 


| 


[ 


| ſpel, thatChriſt Jeſus is the Son of God, andthe 


Yayiour of the World : no man whatſoever can be 
fayed, For we cannot all be, as the Pope claims to 
be, infallible : there neyer was any one man (if 
meer man) that cleerly underſtood allTruths, The 
beſt of 15 know but inpart, 1 Cor.I3.12, 

Yer,if we ſhall believe theſe Seducers, toerre in 
any onetruth, ir'sas much as if wee erred in al] : 
intoſuch abſurdities and herefies do theſe Seducers 
rut. 

That we may ayoid theſe rocks, and not be de- 
youred of theſe Wolves , wee muſt lay this ground 
for good, thatrhere are Fundamentals in the do- 


_ Qrineof Chriſt, Principles as the Apoſile calls them 


Heb.6.1. In which number we ſhallfinde that of 
Baptiſme tobeone; which if wellclecred,, would 
much conduce to the bertering of Chriſtians , of 
which he knows) we had much need inthis age, & 

for which wee in this generation hadnecdto pray. 
Bur not to Nay roo long by the way : bz pleaſed ro ob- 
{erve,that there is no Ordinance of God bur is of uſe, e1- 
ther for thermitaring, or confirming Geds people; and 
amongſt all divine Offices, there isnone of greater con- 

ſequence to Chriſtians, than thoſe of the _— | 
in theſe offices rightly performed by Chriſt:anWMMors'and 
people, all graces are aQuarcd,. and all parts -of Religion, 
reducible ro faith and love,are ſet on worke ; ſo that I dars 
ſay, that Chriſtian who knowes how to order his heart a- 
right, in and abour theſe holy Ordinances of. Baptiſme 
and the Lords Sxpper : heis ro be ranged in the higher 
forme of Chriſtians, even amongſt the TiAeuer and 40+ 
a/6v» 


ereupclixel, Gal.6.x. 1 Coy. 2.6. 1 C0r.3- I. who are 
provettiores in fids (oriſtiana, thoſe experiencedand judi- 
cious Chriſtians, who have had their ſenſcs exerciſed a 
long rime to dilcerne between good andevill, Heby, 5, 14. 
thoſe ro whom God hath reycalcd many things, which 
babes (as nor yet able to beare) doe nor yer know, 


Theſc, as they have greater habilities, ſo are they put 


upon harder Tasks ; becauſe the Apoſtles and his Col- 
leagues knew the minde of Chriſt: Ergo, did God appoinr 
them to judge in ſpirituall Myſtcries, and te ſearch into 
the deepe things of God, 1 Co7. 2 15.16. 

Yer,to the end,Babes may come to know in due time, 
what yet they doe nor know, and which God ſres is not 
fitting they ſhould know, while they are Novices : they are 
10 waite on God in all humility and ſinc-riry, with pari- 
enceand diligence inthe uſe of the meanes, to reſort to 
their Guides in private, as well as publike for ſpirituall 
counſell and adyice,(for though the Paſtors of the Chur. 
ches bave not dominion over the peoplesfairh,yet by their 
Office are they the helpers ofthe peoples joy,z C0r.1.24.) 
ro be frequerit in conyerſe and communion with the more 
ſpirimalland judicious Chriſtians,ro beg earneſtly of God 
the aſſiſtance of his holy Spirit, whereby they may bee 
taught to know whar they know not, ob 34.32, Luke 11. 
T3. So ſhall they finde admitrance into the higher forme 
of ſpirituall and perfe& men ; or if they ſhould nor row wo 
thar + in thislife, as robe admitred into the higher 


forme fect men here (which is bur a comparative 
perfeftiomin relation to Babes, for Perfefiiſſimi in hae vita 
perfeftiores ſunt, potius quam perfetti)yer ſhall they have 
an abſolute perfe&tonin the life ro come, among, the ſpi- 
rits of juft men made perfeR, Heb. 1 2.23. and in the meane 
time, if they love the Lord Jeſus Chriſt in finceriry, and 
hold their integrity torhe ed, they ſhall be accepted ac- 
cording to what they have, and not be reje&edfor whar 
they have nor, 2 Cor.8.12; 2 

ut 
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_ feke, isabſurd. 


Bur, yet, becaulerheic ſpiritual and perfe&men inthe 
higherforme,arc notable inſtruments which God will nor, 
nor the Church cannot be withouc, (tor there nuſt bee 
Rams as well as E wes and Lawbs in the Lords flock,) its 
fir thatthoſc who are Diſciples and followers of the Lord 
Jeſus, ſhould ayme at rhoſe perfections which may wake 
them leaders, rcachers, and guides to other men; ſuch are 


call:d ſpirituall inrclation ro Babes ; for rhough Babes be 


eruly regenerate, yet in regard of ſome infirmitiesſtill hang- 
ing a>outthem, and ſome corrupt humors within them (of 
which as yet they are not rhreughly purged) they are cal- 
led by the Apoſtle carnall, are yee not carnal 7 1 Cor.3. 1,3, 
4+ 1 Cor.5.7.theſe humours they muſt purge ; and ergo, ris 
the care andambirion of eyery Dilciple and ſervant of Je- 
ſus Chriſt, to be defzcare from the dregs of carnality, and 
that he 11ay grow ro be a perfect man, unto rhe meaſure of 
the age ot tie Narure of the tujnefle of Chriſt, gpbeſ* 4.13. 
there is arruth .n the glofle and Conunentary aſwellas in 
the Text;bur thareve' y:riuch in a Commentary ſhould be 
as Authenrt:icall andofas much conſequrnce as the Text ir 
And yet (:+hich is a' great gricfeof heart roall honeſt 
and ndenttindag Chriſtians, )tew rightly underſtand ir, 
andfewer make a conſ{cicnceofit. For lome there are who 
boldly undertake to be - Teachersof others and to refolve 
difficultcaſcs of conſcience and knorty problems, who yer 
are ſhamefully 1gnorans of the obligationof Chriſtians to 
Chriſt by Bapriſine, and deny the Ordinance, ar leaſt 
for a conſiderable part of our lives. I wiſh thoſe ſome were 
not many. Bur alas ! Wo to us,thar we have (ind fo prie- 
yonſly againſt our Godas thar by his juft judgemeanr we 
ſhould fa'l into ſuch rimes. This generation ſwarmes like 
Locuſts, even like thoſe Locuſts, Revel.9.7. ho have the 
faces of men , but have ſtings in their tayles; and though - 
they have arrived at a great height of power, inſo much as 
They arc emblematized by horſes prepared ta the Barte], 
Who 


who have Crownes \ like as) of gold upon their beads + yer 


their Origin ishellifh , For they core ont of the ſmoke of © 


the bgttemleſſe pit-ver.1 ,2. 


Burro let palle rheſe Locuſts[3.e] the ſeducers of the 


Lords people » who wax worſe every day than other, ſeduce- 
ing and b:ing ſcduced ktus continue firme in the loye of 
that truth which we have received from all the Churches 
of God Oriental and Occidenral fince the Apoſtles times, 
concerning our obligation ro Chriſt by Bapriſme. 

And ir concernes us , for Baptiime (the like figure ts 
Naabs Ark wherein ſoules were ſaved by water) now ſaves us 
(nor rhe purcing away of the filth of the ficſh , bur the an- 
ſwer of a good conſcience) by the reſurreion of "Jeſus 
Chriſt. 

And now,Jer me beſeech you, Brerhren, in the bowels of 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt,asye tender the glory of God and the 


diſcharge of your duty to Godand his Church, to ſer your 


ſelves in good earneſt , not onely to gainearight under- 
' Nanding of this myſtery, buralſo re make a conſcience of 


this great Duty of. Chriſtianity, viz, to make good the anſwer 


of a good (anſcience, according to our ſolemne promiſe and 
deep engatement at our Baptiſme , by a ſtri& and preciſe 


walking according to the following direQions drawn ont of 


the Do&rineof the Goſpel. So thall it come to paſſe thar 
you ſhall be confirmed inthe tate of grace and hope of 
everlaſting glory, rowhich the God of allgrace and mercy 
bring you for Chriſts ſake our enely:Lord and Sayieur. 


\ 


/ 


HIIUHIHIHII 
ACATECHISME for 
CHRISTIANS. 


To help chem in the right underſtanding 
of the Chriſtian Obligation by Bapriſme: 
.._ Seetion x: 
Q. F what Profeſſion in Religion are you ? 

A. Of che Chriſtian Profeſſion. 

Q. Why de jou chuſe the Chriſtian profeſſion ra- 
than any other ? - 

A: Becauſe there is no other Name under hea- 
yen whereby wee can beſayed , but onely bythe 
name of the Lord Jetus Chriſt. Aits 4.12, Joſ.24. 
Ep 3 +” 
; Q. What z ut to profeſſe the Chriſtian Religion ? 

A. Icisto give up our names to Chriſt by a 
publike confeſſion, folemne promile,and hearty in-. 
gagemeny, that Chrift's Enemies ſhallbe our Ene- 
mies; his Friends our friends, and his wil revealed 
in the Goſpel, our Rule and our Law toour dying 
. day. Aits19.18. Royg.10.9.fam.del 3. 

Q. How comes your naw to be liſted in ihe cat a- 
lagne of Chrifts Followersor Diſciples ? 

A. By Bapriſme. - 

| B Q. 
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Q. How prove you that ? 

A. By Chriſts commiſſion , and the Apoſtles 
Do&rine. - - OT 

Q. How dothit apyeare by Chrifts commiſſion 
that we are lifted intothe number of Chriſt; Diſci® 
ples by B aptiſme ? : 

A. Becauſe Chriſts commiſſion to his Diſci- 
ples was, 'that they ſhould make, or gather Diſci- 
ples [by | baptizing them inthe name of the Father, 
the Sou, and the hely Ghoſt. Mar.28.19, 

Q, How doth it appeare by the Apoſtles Do- 
ftripe, that we are lifted into the number of Chrift*s 
Diſciples by B aptiſme ? 

A. As many as are baptized into Chriſt, haye 
put on Chriſt. Gal.3.17. 
_ Q. What v5 it toput on Chriſt ? 

A. It is to take upon us the profeſhon of Chri. 
Rian Religion, and to pur'upon our ſelyes an Obli- 
gation to walke according rothe Law of Chriſt 
diſcoyered inthe Goſpel. 

Q. What are we minded of in B aptiſme ? 

A. Of twothings, our priyiledge, and our ob- 
ligation or duty. 


Q. What arethepriviledgesof the baptized ? 


A. Two: I that they are taken into Chris 


ſervice, and into the fociery of Chriſtians , to be 
fellow-citjzens with the Saints, and of the houſe. 
hold of God, Sothat from the timeof their Ba. | 

FS priſe, | 
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ptiſine, they are looked upon , nor as ſtrangers and 
forreigners, but as declared [or catalogued] mem- 
bers of the viſible Church under the New Tefta- 
ment, as they in the old were by Circumciſion. 
Gen.17,10 to I5. ICor.7,14. Afts 2.39. Epha2.1g. 
Secondly,that by Baptiſme they have an intereſt in, 
anda right or title ro the means of ſalyation , by 
which the Spirit of God fanRtifies the hearts of 
thoſe who are given by God the Father to Chriſt 
his Son, to be juſtified by his bloud, and tobe par- 
eakers of ſaying grace andglory, that ſothey may 
be lively ſtones in that fpirituall houſe, of which 
Chriſt himſelf js the chief corner ſtone. Eph.1.17: 
Atts 15.7.to 11. Jam. 1.18. 1 Pet.2:5, Eph.5.26, 

| SeRtion 2. 
Q. Doth Baptiſme impoſe «ny obligation on the 
party impoſed ? 
A. Yea, and therefore its called a Sacrament. 
Q. Whats the meaning of the word S acrament ? 
A. Sacrament isa military word noting out the 
Oach of God whereby Souldiours are obliged to be 
faichfull re their Generall, And from thencetaken 
up by the primitive Chriſtians to hold forth the 
nature, end and uſe of Baptiſme and the Lords 
| Supper , becauſe in Baptilme we make, and inthe 
Lords Supper we renew our Vow of being,faith-. 
'  fullco theLord Jeſus Chriſt the Captaine of out 
| falyation, Heb. 2.10. Eccleſ, 8.2. 2 Chro:36.16- 
| B 2 Q, 
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Q. What « the obligation of the party baptized? 

A. Torenounce the world, the fleſh,and Deyi|; 
with all the luſts and motions of the ſame whereby 
they war againft our ſoules, to believe the truths 
and relyupon the promiſes ofthe Goſpel, to become 


a faithfull ſeryant and Souldiour of the Lord Jeſus, 


and to ftrige every day more than other tobe like 


Chriſt, Heb.6.1. Rom.$.1.4.10. 
Q. How doth Baptiſme minde #65 to be like 
Chrsſt ? 
A. Baptiſme repreſents unto us our profeſſion, 
which isto follow the Example of our Saviour 
eſus ChriR and to be like unto him ; that as he 


died and roſe againt ſowealſo ſhould die tofin 


2nd live to tighteouſneſſe, and daily roprocecd in 
all yertve and godhrnefſeof converſation till we be 


 tellandperteR in Chriſt Jeſus, Row. 6.4.5. Rom. 


8. 3-4. Eph. 1.17. Eph.4e13.14.15.1 Pet. 2.14.22. 
| Q. But doe not many who are baptized fall off 
from therr ing agement toChn iſt by B aptsſme ? 

4. Yes, tomefalloff from the very profeſſion of 
Chriftian Religion, and theſe we call Apoſtates, 
Some hold their protefſion, but walk contrary ro 
the rules of 1t ; walkins after the fleſh and not after 


the ip:rit, and that either covertly and ſecretly and 


thels ye call hypocrites ; or openly in the face of 
the world , and theſe we call profane men. Heb. 


I'O! 39.39. A at. 24+ $I, Pſal. 35.I6, Heb. TD | 


4 
l 


A Catechiſme for Chriſtians. 5 
Q. But what condetzon are theſe men in who 
fall off from Chriſtian prof. ſſion , or thoſe who 
being not right m their hearts deny it in their lives, 
a hypocrites and profane perſons ? | 
A. All tuch, for all they have been baptized, are. 
in a wofull, deſperate, damnable eftare, inthe gall 
of bitternefle, and inthe bond of iniquity, and have 
neither part nor lot in the Kingdome of grace or 
elory, becauſe their hearts are noc right inthefighe 
of God. Aits $.21.23, AGF 12.15.16.25. XMdat. 
10.33. Pſal. 9.17, Mate24-51. Revel. 22.15, 
Q. But why doe you paſſe ſuch adirefull ſentence 
upon millions of baptized Chriſtians far breaking 
thew B aptsſmal vow ? S WE 
A. Becauſe all holy Vows and Covenants, eſpe- 
cially thar of Baptiſine, are cithereſtabliſhed inthe 
blood of Chriſt to thoſe that keepe them, or inthe 
blood of thoſe that make and breakethem. Ezcks 
16.59.63, Day, 11.31-22423.28.30, Hof. 10.4+ 
Zech.g.11. H:b.10.28.29.13-12-24:25e-Joſ-9.20, 
I Kings 2.42.43. Nch.10.29. Eccleſe8.2. Heb.7. 
20.Eccleſ.$.2. Mat.3-5. Heb.2.3. PEE and 
Q. Whether are ina worſe Caſe , they wha bave 
ot Chriſt tendred to them at all, as Turks and Pa- 
gans, or they who revolt from their Baptiſmal in- 
gagement , as Renegades aud Apoſt ates wha have 
caſt themſelves out , hypocrites, and preph ane perſons, 
who' denyzng the power of godlmeſſe , jet live in the 


bolome of the Church ? A, 


& 
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A. Apoſtates, Hypoerites'and prophaneper- 
fons are in afarre worſe condition than any Jews, 
Turks, or Pagans who periſh through ſimple igno- 
xalice, Luke1 2.47,48. Heb.6:4,5 Go Eccl.5.6. and 
are net guilty of that perJury which millions of 
Chriftians are. ol 

Q. Seeing then that the making good of our 
B apt:ſmall ingagement doth ſo much concern us, and ' 
that the neglett of it 15 of ſuch dangerons conſequence 
to 047 poor ſouls : how ſhall wee kyow the rules of our 
profeſſion and the duties wee are obliged to by our 
Chriftian profeſſion? = : | 

A. By the Goſpel of Jeſus Chrift, which holds 
forth the Covenant of Grace. Ga/.3.21,22. Gal.q. 

| 6. Gal.6.8. Heb.7.19. Afls 4.12.aud 10.43. Rom. 
2.8. 4 


» 


SeRion 3. 
Q. What are theprincipall and main thiy g5 tobe 
heeded it the covenaut of Grace? © 
 Q. Two: 1 Wemuſtſeriouſly conſider what 
God hath done for us'out of his meer loye and free 
grace. Secondly , what return he expeRs from us 
for his abundant loyeand mercy ſhewedto us in the 
Lord JeſusChriſt. Pſal-27.8, 
Q. What are thoſe great things that God hath 
done for us out of meere grace. | 
A+ Theyarechicſly three : 
x That he was pleaſed to ſend his onely Son _ 
| _—_— "A 
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Lord,clad in our nature,to be our ſurety to pay our 
debts, and our Mediatour to reconcile us by the 
bloud of his crofle, Heb.7.22.Eph.2426. Joh.3.17. 

' Secondly , that hee was picaſed to bring usto 
the ſaving knowledge of Chrift crucified by his 
glorious Goſpel , amyſtery which was hid frem a- 
ves and generations, but now is made maniteſ} to 
the Saints under the /New Teftameut, Row:.5.29, 

I Cor.4.3.t0 7. Col.1.26.1 Pet.2.9. 

Thirdly, that he pleaſed to call us ro communion 
with himſelf, 8 Chriſt Ieſus our Lerd by the ſecret 
whiſperings and powerfull ſolicitations of his holy 
Spirit inthe uſe of ſacred Ordinances, Eſay 30.21. 
Pſal.2:7.8. Epheſ.1.11,12,13,17,18.Rom 10.12 13, 
I4.1Cor.11.2. Rom.8.2,14. Toh.16.13. Luke 24. 
- 45» Afts 16.14 P[,119.18. John 3.8. Atts 26.18. 

Ephe2.18,22, 2 Cor.1.23. Gal.5-17,25. Pſ-25-14« 
Prove3«32.16b 32.18.10b 3>.8. Jam. l.5.P/.32.8, 
Pſ[-73,24,Revel.3.I8. 

Q. What are the benefits that accrue to us by 
the covenant of grace founded inthe blond of Chrift 
and diſcovered in the Goſpel ? 

A. The remifſion or forgiveneſle of fins, the 
participation of ſaying knowledge and grace, with 
eycrlaſting life and falyation, Eph.1.7.8,9. Pſ.32,r4 
Heb.g,7. Heb,12,14,15,16. 

Q. Whatreturndoth God expett from us for the 


love he hath ſhewed us inthe Lord Teſwu Chriſt ? 
I That 
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I That werepent uSof all our fins which made 
a ſeparation between us and our God, Atts 2.38. 
& 3-19. & 20.21. Eſay 59.2, , 

2 Thatwee truſt and relye upon the Lord Jeſs 
Chriſt (the onely Mediatour berweene God and 
man) for lifeand falyation, As 16. 31. 1 Tins,z. Fo * 
Heb. 8. 6. 

3 That wee bring forth the fruirs of Faith and 
Repentance by amendment of life, ard walking in 
a courſeof new obedience, not after the fleſh but 
after the ſpirit, Lake 3.8.9, | Epheſ- 5.24. Epheſ. 2.10. 
Row. 8.1. 

Section 4. 

Q. What i Reprntance ? 

A. Repentance is the change of the minde and 
heart , orthe ſouls breaking oft from the love of a 
Gnfull courſe of life by a thorough ſorrow lor it, 
- and an utter indignation againſt it, Dan.4,27. 
Joel 2, 13. Exck,14-16, & 18.21. 2 Cer. 7.9 Je- 
remy 31-19. 

Q. Wharneceſſuy ts there of Repent ance ? 

A. There's anabſoluce neceffity in two regards. 

I Becauſeby nature we are all in aloft conditi- 
on, the children of wrath , the bond-ſlaves of ſin 
and Satan, lying under the curſe of God,and lyable 
toll ſorts of miſery inthis life, and hels corments 
in the world re come , 2 Tim.2.25. Epheſ.2.3. 
Numb.23.10. Gal. 3-10. Pſal.9.17, Revel,21.8. 

2 Be 
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'2 Becauſe Repentance is the way to. breake 
off from this finfull miſerable and curſed eſtate, 
and to gain a capacity of Mercy , Luke 13. 3. 

_ Pſal-51.17. Matth11.28. 2 Tim.2.25,26, Als 
20.21, 

Q- Is not Repent ance meerly Legall , or «it an 
Ewvangelicall dnty ? 

A. Repentance is a Goſpel duty , for the Law 
bindes to an exact and perfe&t Obedience , bur 
onely the Goſpel bindes'to a fincere endeayour, 
and call ſinners co repentance ,- Matth.g..13. 
Alts 20.21, | 

| Q. But when # the proper time for the att- 
ing of Repentance , for ſometimes ts put before 
Faith , as Mark1.15. and ſometirze its put af- 

w Faith , as Revel.2.5. What nay be the reaſon of 
thus ? | oy | 

A. The reaſon is becauſe the ſame word is u - 
ſedto frgnifie diversthings. | 

1 Ir'spur for converſion; whictr in it's integral | 
nature includes a turning from: evill to ecod, 
and then it fands alone without any mention 
of faith, Aſatth. 3.2. Lnke13.3. As 17 
30. | 

2 Te's put for the. firſt part” of Conyer- 
fion onely , which noting out the breaking 
off from our naturel! eſtate which is the firtt 
part of Conyerfion , mult be ſuppoſed —_— 

the 
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the ſecond, which is curning to good, Eſay 30.21. 
Pſ.27.8. Eph.1.11,12,13,17, Pſ.34-14- Heb.12. 
14. Heb.9.7. Heb 12.14,15,26. 

Thirdly , torepent in Scripture phraſe is put for 
the renewiug of our repentance upon occaſion of 
lapſes and falls after effe&tuall calling and tranſlaci- 
on from our naturall eſtate co che ſtate of grace, 
P[.34-14. Heb.12.14. Heb.g.7. and 12.14,15,25. 
Revel.2.5. Revel.3.3,19. | 

Now when repentance is taken in the ſecond . 
ſence, its put before faith , and enjoyned to thoſe 
that are to be conyerted : but when in the third 
| fence its pur after faith., and commended to them 
who arealready converted, yet in ſome perticulars 
are to be reformed. So that repentance (as its taken 
inthe ſecond ſence, for the firſt part of converſion) 
is needfull for the conveſion of a man ar firſt: bue as 
inthe third ſence; as it notes the renewing of Re- 
pentance after lapſes fo is it neceſſary tor every 
Chriſtian throughout the whole courſe of his 
life. Atts 2.38. Ats3.19. Atsz0.21. Als 16. 
31. 17.2.5, Heb.8.6. Luke 38,9. Ephe5.24- 
Eph.2.10. | 

Q. Why z« the renewing of Repent ance a neceſſary 
duty for all Chriſtians throughout the whole courſe of 
our lives ? | inj6 243 
© A. Becauſe inmany things, all of us, yea,the very | 


beſt of us offend, and wherein is iterated , its re= 
- quired 
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quired that repentance be renewed, Pſ.2-7.8. Pſ.32. 
5.1 lohn1.9. 2Cor.7.10. 
Section 5. 
Q. What #5 the ſecond duty required of a Chri- 
ſtian by the covenant of Grace, : 
A. Faith in God and cleaving to the Lord Ie- 
ſus Chriſt , and your faith is joyned with repen- 
tance inthepreaching of the Apoſtles, whoteſti- 
fied to Iews and Gentiles Repentance towards 
. God, andFaith towards the Lord Ieſus Chriſt, As 
20.21. Aﬀts 2.38. Aﬀts 8.37. Mark 1.13. - 
Q. How ſhall we know when our faith is ſound 
and right ? | 
A. Our faith is then (and onely then) right, 
when it works by loye. Gal.5.6. Ian. 314,18 20, 


24.26. | 
Q. But how doth faith work by love ? 
A. Two ways , and by both of them we may 
know when our faith is right. | 
Q. How doth faith work the firſt way by love? 
A. When wee looke upon the Lord Iefus 
Chriſt with aneye of love , and embrace him as 
our Prophet to teach us , as our Prieſt to recon- 
cile us, andas our King to command us. As 3.23. 
Heþ.11.13. and 6.20. 4nd7,1,2,11.24;26. 4nd 8.6, 
Revel.15.3. | 
Q. How doth faith works by love the ſecond 
way? ED 


A+ 
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A. When it works us to a love of holinsſſe, ho- 
ly duties,and holy men ; and to all c{fices of love to 
all men, yea to our moſt deſperate and irreconcilia- 
ble enemies, for Chrifts fake, Gal.5.13,14 Luke 6. 
27,32. Joby 13. 24. & 1415. 2Cor $.7 8,9,21- 
Philip.1.9,10,11, & 4.8. Col.1'$.& 2.2.3. Jam.2, 
8. Rom.T12.:0,21. __ f 
__ Q. What's the third dutiful return which Chri- 
flians are bound to maks 10 God by the covenan of 

race? Tp 

A. New obedience diſcovering it ſelfe in the 
fruits of faith and repentance , when wee walke not 
&fter the fleſb, but after the ſpirit, Rom.8.1. Epheſe5. 

21,22, 23. 2Cor.5.17. Se 

Q. [at not ſufficient for a Chriſti an onely tore- | 

pext axed believe? DE 

' As No: for though the Scripture fpeak ſome- 
times ſhort : yer. wee muſt take in the full ſenſe of 
the holy Ghoſt , left we txrn the grace of God into 
wanrexneſſe. Sometimes , indeed, the Scripture 
ſpeaks thus, repent and you ſhall be ſaved: lome- 
times thus, Believe, and then ſhalt be ſaved: fome- 
times thus, repest, ad belreverthe Goſpel. Yet inall 
theſe exprefſions , the Spirir of God intends {uch a 
Faich and ſuch a Repentance, as evidence and ap- 
prove themlelyes by new Odedience, Atts2.38.6 
16.31. & 26.20. Matth.3.2.& 5,16. Mark, 3.5. 


Luke 3-8. Tits 38. 
Lo Se= 
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Section 6. 

Q. What is it to walk in new Obedience? 

A. Towalkein new Obedience isto walke as 
beſeems a nevv creature, that is, to make goodthe 
anſwer of a good conſcience to the Rules of the 
Goſpel, according to what wee ſolemnly promiſed 
and yowed at Baptiſme , I Pet.3.21. Titus 35,8. 
2 Cor.5.17. 

Q. What ts it to makg good the Anſwer of @ good 
Conſcience? 

A. It isto five a fober , righteous, and a godly 
life according to our ſolemne yow in Baptiſme, T j- 
tits 2.11.13. 

Q. What # it to live a ſober life ? | 
A. Toliye a ſober life is in lowlinefſe of minde, 
ro eſteem of each other better thanour (elyes, to 
moderate our paſſions by meekneſlſe of {pirit, and 
ſo touſe the World and all rhe good creatures init 
(which God hath mace for Our comfort)asneither 
to abuſe them nor our ſclyes , Phel.2.3. & 4.5. 
Jude 4» Romans 12.2, 3. 2Cor.7-31. 1 Core 10. 
JI. | | 
Q. What is tro live ariohteous life ? | 

A. Tohvea righteous ute is {tr:Qtly ro obſerve 
the rules of Charity and Juſtice in our converſing 
and dealing with other men , 1 Pete4.8, Mat.7, 
>.13; * 

Q. What #5 arto live a inſt life? 
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A. Tobeas tender efother mens iyes, liberties; | 
goods, and good. names , aSof our own and in all 
thingsco obſerve that rule of univerſall Juſtice com- 
mended to us by our Saviour, ar. 7.12. Whatſo- 
ever ye would that men ſhould doe to you doe the ſame 
to them, for this is the L aw and and the Prophets. 

Q. What ts it to walk according to charity ? 

A: Itisto be ſparing in our cenſures, candid in 
our interpretations, ſoft in eur anſwers, to moderate - 
our pafſions,to forgive enemies, to reconcile friends, | 
to compaſſionate and to relieve men'in miſery , to 
reſtore the lapſed inthe ſpiritof meekneſle , tolive 
peaceably with all, and to doe good toall, and in 
all things and cowards all men preciſely toobſerve 
the royall law of loye, 7am.2.8. HMat.5-44. and 6, 
14. and 7.1, Ef, a). I.17. and 58.6.7. Day. 4.27. 
Zech7.9. Lak,17.1.4. Gal.6.1. Phil.4.5. Pros. 
I.1Cor.13.5. Section 7. | 

Q. What ts it to live 4 godlylife? 

A. Toliveaccording io Gods minde and will 
revealed in his Word , following the preſidents of |. 
godly men., who through faith andpatience have 
obtcined a good report; & {pecially of rhoſe whom 
God hath raiſed up to be paternes, examples and | 
euidesrous in the ways of godlinefle, 17 199.4.12, | 
1 Theſ.:.6,7. and 12-14, 2 Theſ.3.7,9. Heb.6,12. 
Heb.11,39, 1Cor.4.15,16. 

Q. What are the perticalar offices and dxties of 
goaly men? A; 
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1 A, To worſhip God publikely and priyatly, 


| according to his will, i» ſpirit and rrath, A1at.q.10., 


. Pſ.111.1. Luke17.30. 1 John5.14. Zeph.z.11, 
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2 Toblefſe God heartily and unceſſantly for all 
his mercies,bur ſpecially for thoſe ſpirituall bleſſings 
and riches of his grace beſtowed upon us in Teſus 
Chriſt, Lam. 3,22,23, P[.119.62.P/.146.2.Pſ.9.1 


' Eph.1.3.Eph.1.6.to15.1Per.1.3.1Cor.15.57. 


3 To confefle and forſake all our fins, te be 
throughly humbled for our preſumptuous fins , e- 
ſpecially when God thunders in his judgements, 
and daily to Judgeour ſelyes that we be nor judged 
in the world to come, Prov.28.13. 2 Chro.33.12. 
Jam 4.9-10. 1Cor.11.31, 2 Chro. 33.12. 3 Chro.6, 
36.37. 2 Chro.7.14- LL 

4 Tobe conſtant and feryent in our prayers early 
and late, in our cloſets and with our families, for all 


| things neceſſary for the bodies or foules of our 


ſelves andethers, A: 6.4.1 Theſ.5.17, xt Tim-2.8, 


: Pſa.55.17. Pſa.145-15.16. Aat.6.6. Gen.18.19. 


P/a-122.8, Gal.6.18, Epheſ.6.23. Pſa.92.2. Joſe 


 24-I5, 


5 To read daily the Books of holy Scripture and 
divine providence , eſpecially on Sabbath dayes, 


. | anddays of Faſts and Feaſts ; and always tocull 


out luch places of Scripture for our learning aud 
obſcryation , as haye wrought moſt Rrovgly upon 
; our 
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our hearts , and are woft proper for our condition,! 

Dent.6.6,7. 2 Pet.1.i9, John 5.39. Pſal.q4.4. E- 

ſay 26.9.Luke 3.44 Luke 2.5%. Eſay8.16.Mal.g 4 
Pſal.139.14. 

6 To manifeſt the truth of our graces and 
power of godlineſle in our hearts by our faichful- 
nefſe, in our perticular callings , and aRing within 
our own bounds, according to the rule of the Apo- 
files, x Theſ.3.11.Study to be quiet and romeddle' 
with your own buſineſle,1 Cor.7.20,24-1Pet-3.16. 
& 144;15- | 

To be forward and conflant in holy duties , 
and to be zealous for the promotion of godlineſſe | 
mour ſelves and others, eſpecially in thoſe com- 
mitted co our charge, Jude 21.22,23, 2 Cor.$.7. 

, Pſal.122.8. Gen.18. 19. Tith 2: 10,14, Aatth.s. 
I6.1 Cor.12-21.Revel.2.26. Rovel.3.19. Pſal.lo1, 
7. Joh.24.15 

8To Rs circumſpe&tly for the honour of Chri- 
ſtian Religion, in wiſdow towardsthem who are | 
withour, that we may win them to come in;and in _ 
ove towards thoſe within : that wee may keepe 
them inthe Lords fold, 1 Epheſ.15.@ 4-13,14,15, 
16. Col.4.5. 1 Cor.9.19,20,21,22, 

9 To take up Chritts croſſe willingly , to beare 
it patiently,and in all things and at all times ro ſub- 
mit to his bleſſed will and pleaſure, Loke 9.23. 


' Jam. 4.7. Job 1.21. Eſay 39.8. | 


from theſe Chrifts 1 Duties? 
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Q, Dowe not often fail is and ſomeatine falloff 


' A. In man) things wee offend all, aud when wee 
have all done the beft'we can, wee are unprofitable 
ervants. Yet if wee humble-our ſelvesbefore che 
Lord, andſeck his face, and love the Lord Jeſusin 
fincerity :God will pardon our crrours for Chrifts 
fake, and will acceptof us and our endeyeurs , not 

according to-what wee defire tobe, x John 3.8. 

3 Cor 8.12. Gen.l5.1. 1 Fohn5.9. Epheſ.6.24: 

2 Chron. 34427: HH atth-11.28. Lake i710. 

Q. Seeing Chriſt1ans are ſo. prone arid apt to fall 
off from Chriſts an offices. and anties , what comrſe 
muſt we run fer our Confirmation , that eurchearts 
m4) be eft abliſhed in Grace}. 

A. I. We are to keepa f}riRt and preciſe watch 
over our:-own hearts and ways, that neithertche old 
Serpent nor anywarldlyot- tarnall lufts:creepinto 
or lodge in our boſomes 2 $0-avoid theoccahons © 
fn, and torchiſt the Devilliw henloeyer hee affaults 
us, that. wee. may quitourelves Ike menrof God 
while weltve, and that when ave die; ourtconſcien- 
ces may bear ys witneſſe;':ehwe wee have: fought 4 


good fight; Matth,24.427 Proverb.1.22.Prov. 5.8 


Rom.13.14. Jame4.7.1Pet.5.8. 9.1 Tywi47. - 
2 Wee are by a ſacred yiolence to haJe and pull 
our hearts, minds, affedtjons, and all the powers of 
| GC our 
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our ſouls to thoſe wholſom :and neceffary duties of | 
humiliation & mortification. which! favont of more 
auſterity; 2nd from which ourcormprnature uſual... 
ly-fiesoff;x Marth 11422. Col.3.5. Adark $.34; 
Afatth.>j.32. Mar;5.4T. Exod.12.8. Mat 26.75, 
3 To reneiy our ſoleemeVows and Covenants 
of Obedierice;to prayearneſtlyand unceſſantly for 
thepardon of -oarPerjury; and fornew ſtrength to 
perforrour Voirs, efpecially when weeare about 
to.refortto the Lords Tableand therather becauſe 
God then expeRts ut retlewing of tha ſolemne 
yow of Baprtiſme,whichiwee have to our grief and 
ſorrow 'þ ſhamefully broken , that:it+ may well 
make omrtiearts fink anddie within us to-confider | 
it; Eſayu9.2. Pſab76x1;Pſal;86:11+ Eccl.5.4. 


Prov.20.24. Exod.12.$, © Cor.It.28.98.' > 
4 Toxedectn our loft rime:, and. roYoubleour 
diligenceupon the 'obferyarion of our negligence, 
Epheſ.y06+Col.y.5. Heb. 2.1 ,3. Jeriqs 20: Exra7e 
23. Heb. 12-1 Go Epheſcqi2z,23. 0. W412 'o ; 
*5 'Tblaychold uponistlbpporranivierwhich God | 
hath 'puriaco our hands!for! reeeiving- or. decing 
good: to firike while thevIron ighor yvand to doe 
what grod we can while»we may; Hfat-25.10. 
1 Tw:4:2. Heb.3-15i% 11Cor,12,25'-aCor.6.2, 
Heb.tojrs. DAT CHAM off 
I-77 . Seion 9, 


6 To uſeour ſelves much to private nn 
ang 
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| and communing with our own hearts inour cham- 
| bers andupon our beds, and whenfoeyeror where. 
' ſoever weare (hill, retixed, ;and Sequeſired from the 


world ; that we may gaine a Teflumony . from the 
Spirit. of. God toour ſpirits that we keke. him in 
fincerity and truth , Pſa.4.4: P[4:77-6-Pe.l1l.ts 
Mar.6.6.18. Pſa.6.6. Pſ4.63.6. Cant; 

7 For our own edificatiqn and the grawing on of 


| Others 2 we areto cloſe. by a more ipeciall come 


munion with the beſt Chriftians who. are moſt 
carefull in their walking and moſt eminem; for hea- 
venly mindednefle and ſpirituall wifedome in the 
wayesof God ; andtoglorific God by reſarting to 


| publique Ordinances and Church: Offices in the 


 . Aſſembly ofche Saints , not reſting in the ourward 


worke; but.wreſthing with (God in hisown way tor 
the ſupply of ſpirituall irength, grace, aud. comfort 
from the ſpirit of Chriſt, Heb.3-1.3, P/ail1it, 


; Mal-3:464- 1 CoreI2.2g, Pſol.22-252:Heþ-10.25., 


| Eph.6.11. Phil.1,19. 


8 To ſhake ot Alochfulneſſe _luke-warmneſſe, 


| Iifeſaeſſe;; ſupinity and formalny, by-an-holy andy 


zealous activity, lifting up our hearts-and xowlyng 
up our: ſpirits that we may be feryent in the ſpirit, 
and zealous1n the belt-thipgs, 2 Cor,12-31. Ephe 
5-I4- Eocl.9.10s: Revel.3.15.19. 2:Pet-1-5,. Pſals 
77-6 Pſal.57.8.Pſal.108.2. [udges 5-12. Rom-13s 
IT:I2;Rom 12,0 2 Tit.14 LT DE Eh 
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Se@ion 10. | 
9 To forbeare all knownGn, and to praiſe 
according to what we know, that ſo God may 
bleſſe us and further reveale to us thoſe truths and 
duties we do not know , Fob 34.31. Pſa.t19.18, 
Pſa-25.14. Phil.3.15. 2 Pei.t.y. John 8.31.32, 
Rome. | PE 
10 Toadde daily to our Rock of grace , and to! 
firivero the uttermoſt of our power to bein the 
higherformeof Chriſtians which the Scripture calls 
ftrong, ſpirituall and perte® men in Chriſt Jeſus, . 
who honour their profeffion and increaſe their com. 
forts by improving their habilicies and graces, and 
by exercifing their ſenſes to diſcerne between good 
and evil, 2 Pet.1-5. Aar.4.25. Heb.13.7,1 Pet.2. 
2t. Phil.3-14.15. Heb.5.14. 1Core3.1. 1 Col.28, 
291 Cor.3,14.15, | 
, IT Tokeepe by us one Catalogue of our groſſer 
fins, Gods ſpeciall mercies, andthe notable paſſages 
of. providence. ; | 


% - 


nd another Catalogue of. our gracious and 
raying friends and ſuch as by our more ſpeciall re- 
Lakme we are bound to peay for, thar we may 
commend them to Gods blefſing., and proteion 
and reape the benefit ofthe prayers of our brethren 
and friends, nayofthe whole communion of Saints, 
who pray for, as well as love, one another Pſa.51. 
&. Pſa.89.1. P/[a.105-5. Att's 4. 17 mm 


ſe 
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Phil.4.22. Pſa.122.8. Phil.1.19. Pſa.111.4. 
x T heſ.5.25. 2 Cor.l.In. 

12 And, finally to conform tothe Apoſtles coun- 
ſell Ph31.4.8. Wnatſoever things are true , honeſt, 
juſt, pure, lovely, or of good report, if there be any 
yertue or any praiſe + that wethiak on theſe things 
and follow them, ſo (hall the God of peace be 
with us. 

| Section It. 

Q. You have heard of the Chriſtians obligation 
and ing agement to Chriſt by Baptsſme, doth the B ay- 
tiſme of the yonger any thmg concerne the elder 
Chriſt:ans who are long ago b-ptized ? 

\ A. Yes, it concernes them very much , not 
onely parents and friends, butall che members of 
the congregation, 

Q. What doth the B aptiz.ing of Infants roncerne 
the Parents ? 

A. The baptizing of infagts isof uſe and con- 
cernment to Chriſtian parents diyers wyes. 

I To minde them tobe careful ro renew their 
Covenant with God before they bring their chil- 
dren tobebaptized, that fo they may gatherthe aſ- 
ſurance that Ged is their God and that the will be 
the God of their ſeed Afts2. 38. 39. Atts 16.31. 

2: They are to take comfort ro themſelves that 
they have diſcharged their duty indedicating and 


conlecrating their children to the ſervice of Jeſus 
- Chriſt 


_— 
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Chrit, Jeb 1.5. Ats 17.11.14-1 Sam 1.27.98. 

3 Tooffer themup to God in their Caily prayers 
that they may be confirmed jn the loye of Chriſt, 
and of that holy profcfion they are called unto by 


Baptiſme. Gen.49.26. Mark t0.16,1S am I-27. 


Gen.27-27- 

4 To give their children. good ex1mple by an 
holy life, and to traine them upin che ways of 
Chriſt by a religious education , thac they who 
have brought themintoa ſtate of corruption by na- 


; 
: 


turall propagation or generation 2 may by this ſo- 
lemne dedicating them to Chriſt and by Gods 


bleſſing on the uſe of the meanes, bring themout of 


the ſintull and wofull condition of nature, into the 


glorious liberty of the ſons of God, Eph.6.4-Exad | 


I2, 26, 'T 
Seaton 12, 


 Q. What uſe are the Elder ſort of growne Chriſti. 


ans to make of infants Baptiſme ? 


A. Whentheyare preſent at childrens Baptiſme, | 
in the Congregation (for 'tis a fin no lefle Profle | 
than common to run away from the Ordinance) | 


they are bound 1n duty. 5.1 
I Tobleſſe God the Father, that whereas he left 


the lapſed An gels without Remedy and all hope of: | 
Recoveryzhe was pleaſed out of his free grace and | 
infinite mercy to reconcile poor men to himſelf by: | 


a Mediatour,cobe wel pleaſed with usfor his _ | 
an 
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| andto makeus a gracious promiſe, that hre would 
| beour God, andthe God of our ſeed, AF 2.47.Heb.a 
I6, C0l.1.20, Atts 2.39. ).. + 

2 To give hearty thanks-to our Lord #md Sayi- 

_ our Jeſus Cheift , thar hee'was pleaſed not onl-ro 
vive himſelf for his Chutch 2 but alforo ſan&tifie 
and clenſe it , with the waſhing of water by the 
Word, Epheſ.5.26.T*1%4 3.5. 1 Pet. 7.21. 

3 To conſider ſeriouſly what a folemne yow, 
promiſe, and profeſſion we have made to God he- 

. fore Angels'and men, to be, notany more our own, 

' but the Lords Bondmen, -the ſervants and fouldiers 

; of Jelus Chriſt, 1'Cor,6.19.20. Eph.6.6. Roms.6.6. 

' 18.22, 1 T 198.1.18, 

' 4 Tobe inwardly and heartily humbled (as of- 
ten as we heare the Coyenant of grace repeated be. 
fore Baptiſme) forour perjury,back-ſliding and A- - 

| poſtacy,z Cor.8.toI2. Heoſ.14.4. Jer.14-7.Rev2.5. 

' 5 To hungerand thirſt after the Lords ſupper, 

: the Sacrament of Confirmation. To which orgi- 

| nance whenſvever we repaire(and we ought often 

; torepaire tO it) we are to beg of God pardon for 

| thatgreatfin of perjury in breaking the conditions 
required of us in the Covenant of grace , which we 
ſolemnely yowed at our Baptiſme to obſerye ; to 

| renewour yowes , and to reſolve that by the power 
: of Gods grace, and by the ſupply of the ſpirit of 
; Jeſus Chriſt , we will performe and make good our 
yows 
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yowes, to the glory of God, the Honour of Chrifti- 
an profefſion , and the everlaſting comfort of our 


ſouls. 1Cor.10,16-21. John 7.37. Phil-1.19, Aft; 


2.46.1 Cor.12.13. Pſal.56.1r. Pſal.61.8. 
That ſo we may fing with Saints and Angels, 
Glorybeto God on high, \. 
On earth peace : 


Good will towards men, 
' Throngh Jeſus Chriſt our Loxd. 


FINIS. 
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